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For the Methodist Protestant. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Connellsville, June 20, 1832. 


Dear Brother,—Since I last wrote we have 
had good seasons in these parts. We held re- 
cently a two-day’s meeting at Fayette Furnace; 
it was a time of the out-pouring of the Spirit. 
About 10 found pardon; and 15 joined the 
church. Two weeks after we held our quarter- 
ly meeting in this place, nine or ten professed 
religion, and fifteen attached themselves to the 
church. We have added in seven or eight weeks, 
about 80 to the church. Thus you see the Great 
Head of the church ist with us. Last Sabbath 
week, at one of our appointments, about thirty 
came forward to the mourners’ bench, desiring 
the prayers of God’s people. Some of them 
found peace through the blood of Christ. Our 
prospects still continue flattering in this section 
of the country, blessed be the name of our God. 

But though this is the state of things as it re- 


spects the work of the Lord among us, we have 


many things to afflict us, particularly the want 
of houses of worship; yet the Lord is with us. 
The Lord is raising up young men who we hope 
will be very useful. We hope before our con- 
ference year closes, to witness greater displays 
of divine grace in the conversion of sinners. 
May it be so for His name’s sake. 
Moses Scott. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
GEORGIA. 
Wrightsboro’ Columbia county, June 11, 1832. 


Dear Brother,—I am happy to say that though 
we meet with discouragements, our progress Is 
sure and steady. While itinerant preachers,and 
many members of the Methodist . Episcopal 
Church evince the most determined opposition 
to Reform, there are a number who approve 
highly of our church polity; but because they 
think it is not popular, they have not the moral 
courage and firmness to espouse it, but console 
themselves by saying, that bye and bye, when 
‘meeting houses are built, and societies raised 
up,—when the cause becomes more popular, 
and will not subject its friends to so much Ca- 
lumny and persecution, we will attach ourselves 
to the Methodist Protestant Church, Thus they 
jade me, in common with other reformers, with 
burdens grievous to be borne, while they them- 
selves touch them not with one of their fingers. 
There are others, who like Nicodemus, come 
in the night; and who acknowledge ours to be 
the work of God, and admit that the law should 
condemn no man before it hear him and know 
what he doeth; yet who are very remiss in bring- 
ing forward the lawful evidence in justification 
of their cause, while we find, (in honor to their 
names be it said,) here and there a Peter and a 
John who say, “whether it be right in the sight 
of God to hearken unto you more than unto 
God, judge ye, for we cannot but speak of the 
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things we have seen and heard.” 
only ‘‘threaten them, and let them go,” “finding 
nothing how they might punish them, because 
of the people,” for many, doubtless, ‘will glori- 


So they can 


fy God for that which was done.”” Many false 
reports have*been, and still are, in circulation to 
the prejudice of our cause; but as on other oc- 
casions, so doubtless it will prove on this, that 
although error and falsehood may for a season 
exist and apparently prevail, yet truth will final- 
ly and gloriously triumph. Then shall our zion 
be clothed in beautiful garments, and become 
the praise of the whole earth,—when free grace 
and civil and religious liberty—heaven’s choic- 
est boons to man—shall solace his cares and 
animate his hopes, until he rest from his labors, 
when “his works shall follow him.” 
Cuartes Evans. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
Retirement, Newton county, Geo. June 9, 1832. 


Dear Brother,—Our prospects are more flat- 
tering in this State at this time than they have 
been through the past winter. We have had 
considerable increase in some sections, and in 
others favorable appearances of revivals. 

A. G. Brewer. 


From the Methodist Correspondent. 
LoutsviLie, Ky. May 30, 1832. 


Messrs. Editors,—At Madison the Quarterly 
Meeting proved a season of refreshing to the 
people of God. The labors of the pulpit, it is 
confidently believed were not in vain in the 
Lord—and the lovefeast was remarkably fine, 
for good speaking and the prevalence of devo- 
tional and happy feeling; had it not been inter- 
rupted when near the close, by acry of fire— 
(an Oil mill was burnt,) | am persuaded a num- 
ber would have joined the church. I hope that 
our good brother Johnson, will be cheered by an 
ingathering before this year shall close. 

On Charlestown Circuit the quarterly meeting 
was well attended: the preaching was well re- 
ceived, and the lovefeast was very good indeed. 
Our Presbyterian brethren in Charlestown,kind- 
ly tendered us the use of their very commo- 
dious house, and partook with us at the Lord’s 
table. ‘‘Behold how good and how pleasant a 
thing it is for brethren to dwell together in uni- 
ty.’ No members were added, but the pros- 
pects are said to be good, and the circuit is evi- 
dently on the advance. May success attend 
the labours of Messrs. Ragan and Bassett, who 
serve that Circuit this year. They are both 
much beloved by the people in, and out of the 
church. 

In Louisville Station, our Q. meeting which 
is just now over, far surpassed my most sanguine 
expectations. Our congregations were consid; 
ered good, respectiul,and sometimes there went 
abroad among them,a considerable degree of 
feeling, of a character calculated to encourage 
our hearts. The lovefeast was unusually good, 


both as to profitable speaking, and the rich flow! 


of heavenly feeling which prevailed. Six inem- 
bers were received into the fellowship of the 
church, of whom no community need be asham- 
ed. These brethren seem considerably cheer- 
ed, and my confidence is, that Satan will be de- 
feated in all his attempts to overthrow our cause 
in Louisville. We did not close our lovefeast 
until 12 o’clock, and it did seem as if we could 
have stayed all night in such a happy place. 

According to information recently received, 
Indiana is beginning to be moved in many 
places on the subject of reform, and in all prob- 
ability the people will be moved yet more and 
more, in all places. The General conference 
has done nothing for the people in any way— 
they must now confess themselves deceived by 
the preachers who promised them the desired 
changes if they would but wait until 1832. Itin- 
eraht dominion is still triumphant. 

Very Respectfully, Iam, &c. 
Georce Brown. 


P.S. The Q. meeting on Louisville circuit 
was large and respectable. Much good feeling 
attended the labors of that meeting throughout: 
in Kentucky, our way is opening and in my 
opinion all that is necessary in order to the pros- 
perity of our cause is, a sufficient number of 
energetic and faithful laborers. On my return 
to Louisville we had a delightful meeting; on 
Monday evening, anothermember joined—there 
was much good feeling—Sinners appeared to 
feel the power of awakening grace—our meet- 
ing continued until a late hour at night—May 
heaven bless these friendly people—increase 
their numbers, and build them up in all holiness 
and happiness. G. B. 


From the same. 


Messrs. Editors,—We have closed our third 
quarterly meeting, and thank the Lord it wasa 
good one. We held itin Bridgeport, Fayette 
county, Pa. About one year ago there wasa 
Society here of but seven or eight members; but 
they were of those whe were not to be discourag- 
ed. ‘They now number thirty-five, and have a 
fair prospect of many more. 

We commenced our meeting on Friday even- 
ing in ournew church. It is true there were 
neither doors nor windows: but our worthy and 
industrious brethren thought we must dedicate 
it to God, on that occasion. I tried to deliver 
a dedication sermon, on Friday evening, and we 
believe God owned us and sanctified the sacred 
spot. His power and love were made manifest 
throughout our meeting. We had the best love- 
feast [ have seen since I left Ohio, near two 

ears since. Our congregations were large,well 
ehaved, sulemn, and weeping; and a goodly 
number crowded to the mourners bench, re- 
questing the prayers of God’s people. We re- 
ceived eleven members, two from the Episcopal 
Methodists—the rest from the world. Our pros- 
pects in these parts are a8 good as could be ex- 
pected. As we progress Iam more and more 
delighted with our republican principles. 
oHN Wi son. 


\ 
| | CA 
f 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


REV. W- 0. POOL’S A. M. CHRONOLOGY. 


Mr. Editor,—So far as I have perused the key 
of the Rev. William C. Pool to his chronologi- 
cal table, I think it a faithful history of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and calculated to 
prove most conclusively that the government of 
‘said church has been usurped by the ministry; 
and that it was not originally adopted even by 
the consent of the people. I am willing to con- 
cede that Mr. Wesley’s preachers who were 
sent over to America, thought that this usurpa- 
tion was justifiable, and that the present minis- 
try of the church think themselves justifiable in 
maintaining and continuing the said usurpation; 
and that they do really entertain the darling 
opinion of all despots, that the people are inca- 
pable of self-government. If their —_ con- 
cur with them in opinion, and are willing to 
commit their spiritual interests to the guidance 
of this self-constituted government, I will ac- 
cord to them my full consent to do so; but I 
must be permitted to hope that those who are 
dissatisfied with the government, and believe it 
to be anti-scriptural and anti-republican will not 
suffer themselves to be bound in chains. We in- 
vite such to an attentive perusal of the key above 
mentioned, and of our constitution and discip- 
line. I hope that the key, together with the 
table, will assume a more durable form; and 
that their author will receive the grateful ac- 
knowledgments of the members of our church 
for his care and labour in turnishing a document 
so easily understood and so faithful y executed. 
In conclusion, | would most respectfully recome 
mend to all the readers of your paper, to give 
this key their attention, and if any of them have 
neglected to read any numbers which have ap- 
peared, that they will turn to their files; and | 
am sure they will be gratified in a careful in- 
vestigation of the facts set forthin them. H. 


(for the Methodist Protestent. 
A REFUSAL OF THE LATE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


An application to the late General Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church for ministe- 
fial services, was made by the Methodist Protes- 
tant Church of the City of Philadelphia, in the 
following words and form:— 

‘“‘At a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the 
Ist Associated Methodist Church of the City of 
= held on the night of 30th April, 

Resolved, That the General Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church be respectfully 
requested to favor this church with pulpit ser- 
reee on Sabbath-days during the sessions of that 
body. | 

Signed by order of the Board of Trustees.”’ 


Mr. Editor,—I have hada great many doubts 
concerning the duty of noticing this matter — 
Permit me to ask your readers:—Was not this 
a respectful request? And in view of the duty 
of ministers to preach the gospel to every crea. 
ture—and especially to those who invite them— 
was it not a rightful request? We were informed 
that our request had an honorable place assign- 
ed to it, by motion;—it was laid upon the table. 

Why did not one of the Bishops rise in his 
place and holding our paper in his hand, say to 
the Conference,—‘‘Brethren, we are respectful- 
ly requested to preach on Sabbath-days for some 
brethren who were formerly of our church, but 
who have recently formed a church for them- 
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our doctrines. The only difference between us 
and this new Methodist body, is on subjects of 
ecclesiastical polity, or church government.— 
These considerations do not appear to me to 
afford sufficient causes for a refusal to comply 
with the desires of the applicants.” 


Suppose some member of the conference had 
replied:—“I am more and more confirmed in 
my opinion that these new people committed an 
error in retaining the appellation of ‘‘Metho- 
dist.” I donot wish them any evil, but I can- 
not encourage their imitation and rivalry of our 
church. Rivals of the same name, are the great- 
est of allrivals. One eagle ina forest may live: 
Two eagles in the same forest,cannot live com- 
fortably. 


“The senior Bishop, in his address, supposes 
that the leaders of the Reformation, or separa- 
tion, find themselves disappointed in the small 
number of members who have seceded. Is not 
this very disingenuous? I, for one, never did 
believe that many of our itinerant ministers or 
valuable members would depart from us; nor 
that it would be desirable to the new church 
that many should leave us. Sir, I do not ap- 
prove of an imitative church; but, those who 
improve upon all, I do highly approve. Where- 
fore do these people come to us with the name 
of Methodist,—cannot they perceive that no 
glory, and indeed no good, can come of imita- 
tion! Whatcan be expected of a people who 
have not ambition enough, or invention enough, 
to make a name for themselves? Sir, I will give 
my heartand my hand to any body of christians, 


except mere copyists. I move the paper lie on 
the table.” 


Now, suppose arother member had said: “I 
care, itis true, but little about mere names; but 
the fact of this new church taking our name, 
was to me as afflicting, as it was ominous. Do 
they really belive that this public will at all re- 
gard their little copy, while the great and grand 
original is displayed in the largest capitals? Sir, 
I wish, and pray for, the prosperity of all chris- 
tian churches, but I dare not help forward any 
body of people who bear our distinctive name 
andcopy us. Sir, I see that these applicants 
are seeking to know whether or not this body— 
a body representative of the itinerant ministry 
of the church—will acknowledge their connex- 
ion as an independent church. Doubtless, these 
people deem themselves in some sort as repre- 
sentatives of their brethren in putting this ques- 
tion, in this form, to this Conference. Here 
only can a true answer be had. I, for one, say, 
[ will not acknowledge them, till they get a new 
name.” 

Now, Mr. Editor, I shall offer a few thoughts 
of my own, as you will perceive:—Let no one 
suppose that it was, and will be, of no impor- 
tance for the members and ministers of both 
connections to know the minds of the members 
of the late Generai Conference regarding their 
relative duties. Had that body acknowledged 
our independence, as a branch of the one uni- 
versal church, their ministers and members, and 
Our ministers and members, would have been 
taught to reciprocate christian kindnesses. Yet, 
we are none the less independent; yet is it none 
the less the duty of both churches to do all pos- 
sible good to each other and toall men. These 
duties are taught and enjoined by the Divine 
Head of the church. Let us not then complain 
for lack of human examples and human in- 
junctions. 


If the application be properly considered for a 


selves, retaining the name of ‘‘Methodist’’ and 


|moment, it will be found to be impossible to 


justify the refusal of the General Conference.— 
We had, and will evér have, an indisputable 
claim upon the pulpit services of any ministers 
of the gospel, provided it be no inconvenience 
for the ministers to preach to us. Nor have 
any ministers the privilege of considering us in 
a helpless condition; nor as unworthy of organ- 
ization as a church; and of perpetuity as a 
church; nor of increase as a church; nor as un- 
worthy of eternal life. But if the General Con- 
ference did consider us as in a hopeful case; as 
worthy of church existence; as worthy promul- 
gators of our common doctrines; as worthy of 
increase on account of these doctrines; as can- 
didates for eternal life; wherefore did that body 
so repulse their fellow-citizens and fellow-chris- 
tians? 

Purely because we are separatists. Why are 
we not of that church! Because we will not be 
governed by ministers alone. Beeause, as a 
church, we will be self-governed, in obedience 
to the New Testament. 

At the same time, the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian church was in session in this 
city. Our church was favored by ministers of that 
body, with preaching twice and thrice on Sab- 
baths. Our church was benefited by these la- ° 
bours: We were thankful for them: Nor shall 
we soon forget our obligations. We ought to 
rejoice that there are more than a few cruises of 
oil and wine in the land; and that all the good 
Samaritans were not members of the late Gen- 
eral Conference. Do we, then, well to be angry 
with the General Conference? We are not at all 
angry. Should any portion of the members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, invite any of 
the Protestant Methodist ministers of this city, 
or of any other part of the country, to minister 
to them in holy things, the fact of no one’s be- 
ing offended on our part, will be evident; and, if 
any minister of the late General Conference will 
but give a fair opportunity to any of our minis- 
ters, we are persuaded they will find that our 
church believes the command, to do good for 
evil, and will cheerfully obey it. S. 

For the Methodist Protestant. 
AMERICAN METHODIST CHRONOLOGY. 


(NO. VI.) 


The facts detailed in this paper are stated op- 

posite the date in the chart. 
1780. 

On the 24th day of April in this year, Mr. 
Asbury’s conference met the second time in 
Baltimore, a little before the regular meeting of 
the American conference. This body, under 
the direction of Mr. Asbury, not only nullified 
the acts of the only properly constituted con- 
ference of Methodist preachers in America but 
boldly and arbitrarily excluded the whole of 
the American conference, twenty three in num- 
ber, from their connection with Mr. Wesley and . 
themselves. 

After these things were done, Mr. Asbury 
proceeded to the South to attend the regular con- 
ference, which was to be held at Manakin town. 
When the conference entered upon their busi- 
ness the contention between Mr. Asbury and 
the principal members was so warm that the 
conference, it is said, was likely to break up in 
confusion. Mr. Asbury however, sueceeded in 
getting them to agree to the terms of reunion 
determined upon by his conference. By that 
agreement he gained much towards bringing 
them into subjection. They thereby acknowl- 


edged themselves out of the connection when 
they were pronounced so only by a small minor- 
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ity of their own body, oe ag organized intoa 
conference. They gavéMr. Asbury opportuni- 
ty and time to do much towards the accomplish- 
ment ofhis plans. He spent some considerable 
time in the South after the conference, and by 
such very warm caresses and kind treatment, as 
were unusual for the cold manners and stern 
habits of Mr. A. he succeeded 1n bringing over 
many of both preachers and people to his views. 
We now give the minutes of this conference, 
or of the two conferences held this year so far as 
they are to be found in the printed volume. The 
reader will however observe we have not been 
able to find in the minutes any more of the pro- 
ceedings of the conference in Virginia than the 
appointments of the preachers. 


Minutes of some conversations between the preach- 
ers in connexion with the Rev. John Wesley, Bal- 
timore, April 24, 1780. 


Quest. 1. What Preachers do now agree to sit 
in conference on the original plan as Methodists? 


Ans. 
Philip Adams, 


Francis Asbury, 
Daniel Ruff, Thomas McClure, 


Caleb B. Pedicord, George Moore, 
John Cooper, | Lewis Alfrey, 
Richard Garrettson, Stephen Black, 
Thomas Foster, Micajah Debruler, 
John Hagerty, Thomas S. Chew, 


William Watters, 
John Tunnell, 
William Glendenning, 
John James, 

James Martin. 
mitted upon trial? 


Joseph Cromwell, 

Philip Cox, 

Joseph Heartley, 

Freeborn Garrettson, 

William Giles, 
Quest. 2. Who are ac 


Ans. 
Thomas Foster, James Martin, 
Caleb Bowyer, George Mair. 


John James, | 
Quest. 3. What Preachers are admitted into 


connexion? 


Ans. 
Joshua Dudley, Micajah Debruler, 
John Hagerty, | Philip Cox. 


Richard Garrettson, 

Quest. 4. Are there any objections jo any of 
the preachers? 

Ans. They were examined one by one. 


Quest. 5. Who act as assistants this year. 


Ans. 
Francis Asbury, Thomas S. Chew, 
William Watters, William Gill, 
Daniel Ruff, William Glendenning, 
Josepy Heartley, John Hagerty, 


Freeborn Garrettson, | Philip Cox. 
Caleb B. Pedicord, 
Quest. 6. How are the preachers stationed? 
Ans. 
New Jersey—William Gill, John James, 
Richard Garrettson. | 
Philadelphia—John Cooper, George Mair. 
Delaware—Joseph Cromwell, Caleb B. Pedi- 
cord. 
Sussex—William Glendenning, James O. 
Cromwell. 
Kent—Thomas S. Chew, James Martin,Geo. 
Moore. 
Dorchester—Joseph Heartley. 
Baltimore—Daniel Ruff, Freeborn Garrettson, 
Joshua Dudley. | 
Frederick— William Watters, Thomas Foster. 
Fairfax—Philip Cox. 
Berkley—Micajah Debruler, John Hagerty, 
John Tunnell. 
~All the preachers to change after six months. 
Quest. 7. Ought not all the assistants to see 
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trustees,and order the said trustees to meet once 
in half a year, and keep a register of their pro- 
ceedings; if their be any vacancies choose new 
trustees, for the better security of the houses, 
and let all the deeds be drawn in substance af- 
ter that in the printed minutes? 

Ans. Yes. - 

Quest. 8. Shall all the travelling preachers take 
a license from every conference, importing that 
they are assistants or helpers in connection 
with us? 

Ans. Yes. 

Quest. 9. Shall brother Asbury sign them in 
behalf of the conference? 

Ans. Yes. 

Quest. 10. Ought it to be strictly enjoined on 
all our local preachers and Exhorters that no 
one presume to speak in public without taking 
anote every quarter, (if required,) and be ex- 
amined by the Assistant with respect to his life, 
his qualifications, and reception? 

Ans. Yes. 
~ Quest. 11. Ought not all our Preachers to 
make conscience of rising at four, and if not, at 
five, i" it not a shame for a Preacher to be in 
bed till six in the morning?) 


they ought. 

Quest. 12. Shall we continue in close con- 
nection with the church, and press our people 
to aclose communion with her? 

Ans. Yes. 

Quest. 13. Will this conference grant the 
privilege to all the friendly clergy of the church 
of England at the request or desire of the peo- 
ple to preach or administer the ordinances in our 
preaching houses or chapels? 

Ans. Yes. 

Quest. 14. What provision shall we make for 
the wives of married preachers? 

Ans. They shall receive an equivalent with 
their husbands in quarterage if they stand in 
need. 

Quest. 15. Ought not our preachers, if possi- 
ble, to speak to every person, one by one,in the 
families where they lodge, before prayer, if time 
will permit; or give a family exhortation after 
reading a chapter? 

Ans. They ought. 

Quest. 16. Ought not this conference to re- 
quire those travelling Preachers who hold slaves 
to give promises to set them free? 

Ans. Yes. 

Quest. 17. Does this conference acknowledge 
that slavery is contrary to the laws of God, man, 
and nature, and hurtful to society; contrary to 
the dictates of conscience and pure religion; and 
doing that which we would not others should do 
unto us and ours? Do we pass our disapproba- 
tion on all our friends who keep slaves, and ad- 
vise their freedom? 

Ans. Yes. 

Quest. 18. Shall we recommend our quarter- 
ly meetings to be he!d on Saturday’s and Sun- 
day’s, when convenient? 

Ans. Agreed. 

Quest. i9. Shall not the Friday following ev- 
ery quarter day, be appointed as a day of fasting? 

Ans. Yes. 

Quest. 20. Does this whole conference dis- 
approve the step our brethren have taken in 
Virginia? 

Ans. Yes. 

Quest. 21. Do we look upon them no longer 
as Methodists in connexion with Mr. Wesley 
and us, till they come back? | 

Ans. Agreed. 

Quest. 22. Shall brothers Asbury, Garrettson 


to the settling of all the preaching-houses by 
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and inform them of our proceedings in this, and 
receive theif answer? 

Ans. Yes. 

Quest. 23. Do we disapprove of the practice 
of distilling grain into liquor? Shall we disown 
our friends who will not renounce the practice? 

Ans. Yes. 

Quest. 24. What shall the conference do in 
case of Brother Asbury’s ceath, or absence? 

Ans. Meet once a year and act according to. 
the minutes. 

Quest. 25. Ought not the Assistant to meet 
the colored people himself, and appoint as help- 
ers in his absence,proper white persons,and nat 
suffer them to stay late, or meet by themselves? 

Ans. Yes. 

Quest. 26. What must be the conditions of 
our union with our Virginia brethren? 

Ans. To suspend all their administrations for 
one year, and all meet together in Baltimore. 

Quest. 27. How are the preachers stationed 
in Virginia? 

Ans. 

Fluvanna—Wm. Moore, Greenberry Green. 

Hanover—Isham Tatum, Charles Hopkins. 

Sussex—Lee Roy Cole, Edward Pride, Sam- 
uel Watson. 

Mechlenburg—Henry Willis, Moses Park. 

Pittsylvania—Richard Ivy, Carter Cole, Wil- 
liam Partridge. : 

Yadkin—Andrew Yeargen. 

New Hope—Francis Poythress,John M 

Tar River—James O'Kelly. 

Roanoke—John Dickins, Henry Ogburn. 

— 28. What numbersare there in society? 

ns.— 


ajor. 


New Jersey, 196 | Fluvanna, 342 
Philadelphia. 90 | Amelia; 506 
Chester, 100 Sussex, 620 
Delaware, 150 | Brunswick, 454 
Sussex, 260 | Mechlenburg,. 455 
Kent, 725 | Pittsylvania, 634 
Baltimore, 880 | Yadkin, 21 
Frederick, 524 | New Hope, 455 
Fairfax, 361 | Tar River, 455 
Berkley, 205 | Roanoke, 480 
Hanover, 351 | — 

Total, 8504 


Preachers, 42. 


VALUE OF RELIGIOUS NEWS-~-PAPERS. 


The Difference.—The Pastor of a Church in 
Maine, in a letter to an Editor, says—In my 
aly visits among my numerous and _ beloved 
flock, I am often surprised at the striking differ- 
ence observable between those families who are 
furnished with a religious paper, and those who 
are not. Lallude to a difference relating to 

eneral information. Whether the subjects of 

lissions, Bible Societies, Sabbath Schvols, or 
Revivals, are introduced into a family, furnish- 
ed witi a religious periodical, they are ready to 
join with pleasure in the conversation, and will 
frequently allude to some circumstance of deep 
interest, which has arrested their attention in 
the course of their reading. But this is not all; 
their hearts are feelingly alive to these subjects. 
But when such subjects are introduced as the 
topic of conversation in a family who take no 
such paper, it is easy to perceive that they are 
lamentably ignorant of the wonderful things God 
is doing in our day. Besides, their hearts are 
as cold towards them as a stone# It is a pain- 
ful truth that there are members in our Churches, 
who seem better pleased with a political journal, 
than with a paper devoted to the advancement 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom. QO, how little do 


and Watters, attend the Virginia conference, 


such professors regard the glory of God.’ 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


BALTIMORE: 
FRIDAY, JUNE 29, 1832. 


— 


consider the document. Every word will be 
examined by the latter, every phrase catechised, 
and every sentiment subjected to the ordeal of 
truth. It is not our intention to enter into de- 
tails, this will probably be done by abler pens. 
We shall expect some of our brethren, quite as 
well known and as highly respected as Messrs. 
Winans & Co. to dissect and expose to public 
reproach the monstrous assumptions, misrepre- 


The following extract ie taken as it stands in| sentations, and false glosses, with which the ex- 


the ‘‘Pastoral Address’ of the General Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church *‘to 
the people of their charge.”’ 


‘The storms which, a few years ago, seemed 
to threaten the stability of our institutions, 
have had the effect to root them the more deep- 
ly in our affections, and, consequently to make 
them flourish more vigorously than before they 
were thus assailed. Aroused by an attack 
which threatened the integrity of those institu- 
tions, we carefully re-examined them; and, hav- 
ing satisfied ourselves of their correctness and 
utility, we, with our whole charge, have em- 
braced them the more firmly. 

Seldom has any enterprise resulted in a more 
complete failure, than that in which, at the time 
alluded to above, a party, under the denomina- 
tion of reformers, labored to change the econo- 
my of our church, or, failing of that purpose, to 
overturn the church itself. Except in a very 
few places, the absence of those who have been 
detached from us by their efforts is mentioned 
only because of the tranquillity which has suc- 
ceeded to the turmoil they occasioned while 
among us. Iti scarcely any place, it is believed, 
has our number been sensibly diminished, or 


tract abounds; and that this will be done with 
the keen edge of truth, in all the dignity of 
just rebuke, conscious innocence, and christian 
uprightness. 

If the General Conference would attempt to 
impose on the world in a grave pastoral letter, 
such sentiments and language, we ask, what 
would they not inflict on those whom they de- 
nominate ‘designing men,” were the latter in 
their power? 

We are informed by a highly respected mem- 
ber of that Conference, that “there were con- 
siderable objections made to some points in the 
address by a small minority;”’ but, he continued, 
“they wefe of no avail; the document was a- 
dopted a large majority.” 

We do not even wish to speak in all the 
strength of scripture language of our oppo- 
nents’ statements. Every dispassionate reader 
and hearer will pronounce a righteous judgment 
on them:—they will instantly repel with indig- 
nation the aspersions attempted to be cast on 


even a nett increase, proportionable to that of| Reformers, whose only offence was, a manly 


other parts of the work, prevented by the going 
out from among us of those who were dissatis- 
fied with our institutions. Their seats in our 
churches have been filled by occupants of a 
different and a better sprit. We consider it as 
now placed beyond question, that our system of 
government is too highly appreciated by our- 
selves, as well as too firmly supported by the 
hand ef Heaven, to be shaken by designing 
men. 

These views of our prosperity, and the per- 
manency of our institutions, call for the warm- 
est returns of gratitude from us, to the munifi- 
cent Giver of so many and such great mercies; 
and should encourage and incite us to renewed 


and Christian discussion of their ‘rights and 
privileges,” as brethren in Christ Jesus. The 
dispassionate will pronounce the false state- 
ments, the epithets indulged, and the inuendoes 
suggested, by their proper and scriptural terms. 
We merely, in broad and unequivocal terms, 
state, that the implications attempted in the ad- 
dress against ‘‘Reformers” are gross slanders; 
and we hesitate not to make our appeal to 
thousands in the Methodist E. Church, if they 
do not consider them such? 

Let Reformers trust in God, the Rock of 


and persevering activity in carrying on the great] their Salvation, and discharge their duty faith- 


work in which we are engaged. ‘laught by ou 
experience in these matters that our cause is 
good, and that it is Divinely supported, let us 
not be wanting on our part; but, with diligence, 
labor to secure to ourselves individually the ut- 
most possible benefit from these heaven-cherish- 
ed instiiutions, by a faithful attention to all that 
they may require of us; and to extend those 
benefits to all with whom we have connexion, 
by convincing them that their tendency is to 
improve the character and condition of such as 
are subject to their influence.”’ 


As the address was prepared by a committee 
appointed by the General Conference, and was 
adopted by that body, and as it was no 
doubt gotten wp with much caution, and adopt- 
ed by a large majority, after great deliberation, 


fully, and God will abundantly prosper them. 
Methodist Protestants are multiplying daily;— 
they have every thing to hope, whilst their op- 
ponents, in the midst of all their outward boast- 
ing, are inwardly quaking and trembling with 
fear; and they shall fear yet more and more, 
until the sceptre shall depart from, and Ichabod 
be written on, ministerial supremacy. 


In this number we give the conclusion of 
“The Hermit cf the Prairie and Eugenio.” Our 
readers have, no doubt, read the previous Nos. 
with much interest. ‘They have found in it a rich 
|store of religious, moral, and philosophic truths; 
of which Christianity has always abundance at 


it must be considered as developing, partially at} command with which successfully to refute ob- 
least, the language and sentiments of the Gen-|jections of sceptics. We should be happy to be 


eral Conference; and thus will ‘Reformers’ 


indebted to “Omicron” for further contributions. 


GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST E. 
cHURCH—1832. 


Much has been said in the Advocate about 
the great press of business before the late Gen- 
eral Conference; also about the ‘‘important tran- 
sactions of the Conference.’ What the press of 
business was we have never heard; and as to its 
‘‘importunce’”’ we know not what is meant. We 
suppose the press must mean the great amount 
of business, and also the indispensable charac- 
ter of the same. One would be ready to ask, if 
the amount were great and its claims indispen- 
sable, that the rights of the membership, after 
having been withheld so many years and so 
often solicited, would, of course, form some of 
the ‘important’ items; and as to the indispen- 
sableness of those rights being yielded, we pre- 
sume no one will for amoment doubt, who ex- 
amines the subject for only ten minutes. We 
hear of committees for this and the other ob- 
ject, to a considerable number:—increasing the 
number of the House of Bishops—missions here 
and there—changes in the editorship—transfers 
of persons from one office to another, &c. &c. 
but not one word about the rights of the mem- 
bers. ‘‘Justice and the love of God,” so far 
as the rights of the children of the Most High 
in that church are concerned, are prostrated be- 
fore these “tithes of mint and anise and cummin.,”’ 
We have no doubt but that much of the im- 
portant business will be found to have been 
how to secure the ministry in the posses- 
sion of the power they have heretofore assumed 
and exercised over their brethren. However, 
we are told that the Advocate and the Discipline 
are to tell all the important laws made at the 
Conference. We shall expect to find no laws 
affecting the limbs of their people, but we may 
expect to see many, calculated to make an in- 
telligent and good man blush when he shall 
read the record, and discover that nothing has 
been done for, but much, no doubt, against, the 
liberties of the people of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 


We find amongst other very important matter 
growing out of the General Conference, that of 
a plan of the Bishops for a four years’ tour, to 
oversee the temporal as well as spiritual interests 
of the church. This “‘overseeing,’’ we under- 
stand, in the language of Methodist Episco- 
pacy,is overruling. Therefore, the members and 
local preachers of that church must prepare to 
yield themselves in temporal and spiritual mat- 
ters to the Bishops, or they will be overruled to 
their mortification. The time and the Confer- 
ences are set down with great precision when 
these Episcopal visits are to be made; which 
are to be at the most important periods—those of 
the sittings of the Annual Conferences. Timely 
notice having been given of the intended visi- 
tations, it of course will be expected that all 


will be ready to be overruled if the Episcopacy 


believe it necessary. 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


BURIAL GROUNDS. 

Has every Methodist Protestant Church in 
every city, a burial ground for the depository of 
the remains of its members and friends? 

If there be any who have not, we would most 
respectfully suggest the propriety of their im- 
mediate attention to this subject. Let no church 
say, we are too poor, or we must waita while. 
Our members and friends must die; from this is- 
sue there is no appeal. Death knows nothing 
of substitutes—every one must die. 

There is something pleasing in the thought 
that we are to have the privilege of being laid 
near the ashes of those we esteem—of those 
we love. How frequently does it happen that 
this privilege is denied from circumstances be- 
yond our control at the time of decease, whieh 
might have been readily accomplished, had it 
been attended to in proper time? 

We would say to all our town and city friends 
and brethren, where they have not a burial 
ground, do not delay in procuring one. Let 
one be purchased as convenient to the town or 
city as practicable, yet not to be so near as to 
be subjected to molestation of the dead from in- 
crease of population. Leta plat of the ground, 
or so much thereof as is necessary for present 
use, be made out, and lots of convenient size be, 
laid off, and charged at fair prices, and no doubt 
many beneficial effects would follow. Conve- 
nience and interest would result to the families 
connected with the church; and the ground thus 
purchased would producean income to pay much 
of the church expenses. We merely touch the 
subject, believing this sufficient to call the im- 
mediate attention of our brethren to this inter- 
esting subject. 


“SEND US PREACHERS.’ 


This request is frequently made too indefi- 
nitely. In such sections as require ministerial 
aid there should be a perfect understanding; 
first, on the prospect of forming circuits, or sta- 
tions, secondly, their intention to furnish a sup- 
port for a preacher, and his family, provided he 
have one. Assurances on these points furnish- 
ed to the Presidents of Annual Conferences 
would no doubt receivé immediate attention. 


THE ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF MISSIONS. 


This is the title of a quarto work now pub- 
li-hing by the Rev. Thomas Smith, of Trinity 
Chappel, London,and the Rev. John O. Choiules, 
A. M. of New Port, Rhode Island. 

It is issued in numbers of 96 pages, at $1 
each. ‘The whole work willbe comprized,prob- 
ably, in 12, but not to exceed 14 numbers, all 
over these gratis—each number is embellished 
with two beautiful engravings, executed in the 
best manner. ‘The paper is excellent, and the 
printing in the most approved style. 

The work is replete with accounts of the voy- 
ages, travels, labours, and success, of the va- 


evangelize the Heathen. The whole forming a 
complete Missionary Repository. 

We learn the Agent in Baltimore is Mr. D. 
Sullivan, 66 Albemarle street. From the oppor- 
tunity we have had in perusing the first number, 
we consider it a work of much merit, and 
abounding with sketches of character, scenes 
and operations, highly interesting to every lover 
of piety and missionary effo-t. 


To those preachers and members of the 
Methodist Episcpal Church, who, for four years 
past, have been endeavouring to persuade their 
membership that the General Conference of 
1832 would open the way for representation, 
we would propose this question:—Has the Gen- 
eral Conference taken any measures, in the 
slightest degree favorable to representation? No 
doubt when you made the statement, you be- 
lieved the measure wise and proper. Are you 
not then mortified by this disappointment? We 
hope, therefore, seeing the futility of such ex- 
pectations, that we shall hear no more of what 
the General Conference will do for the rights of 
the people of their charge. We tell you, 
brethren, they will do nothing. 


THE LAW CASE. 


n conformity to a promise given to our read- 
ers in a former number, we proceed to furnish 
the law case referred to. It will, no doubt, be 
read with interest by both parties— 

We learn that ‘‘a distinguished travelling 
preacher” of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
in the state of ——, had the effrontery to dis- 
pute the validity of the solemnization of the 
matrimonial ceremony, performed by one of the 
ministers of the Methodist Protestant Church; 
and also had the hardihood to declare in strong 
terms, that our minister was not authorized to 
perform the marriage ceremony, and therefore 
was guilty of felony; with other slanderous re- 
marks. 

Our minister, in defence of his character as 
an accredited minister of the Gospel, felt him- 
self impelled to bring this “distinguished tra- 
velling preacher”’ before his superiors of the su- 
preme court of the State, to answer for this 
daring outrage on truth, law and justice. After 
hearing the facts in the case,the presiding judge 
decided that our brother who had performed the 
ywfe ceremony, ‘‘was a regular minister, 
ough not re-ordained,) because he was an 
liciating minister in a religious society:” and 
the jury returned a verdict *‘in favor of our 
brother with two hundred and eighty-seven dol- 
lars, damages.” In this instance, slander has 
met with a part of its merited punishment; and 
we believe that if all in the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church who have been guilty of the same 
offense were indicted and punished as they de- 
serve, that hundreds of thousands of dollars 
would not be sufficient to pay the verdicts. 


rious missionaries, who have been sent forth to 


We hope the issues had in the above case, 
will teach ‘‘distinguished travelling preachers,” 


and others, to be cautious in slandering their 
equals, and superiors, by imposing silence on 
their lips, instead of attempting to injure the 
fair fame of virtuous ministers of the Gospel. 
And here we would ask the public, which min- 
ister of the gospel has the fairest claim to pre- 
ference,—the minister who has been regularly 
recognized by the members of the church, or by 
their legitimate representatives, or that minister 
who has been recognized only by the ministry 
and those on whom the ministry alone have con- 
ferred office? Will not common sense say the 
former? We then state, that the Methodist 
Protestant ministers have been regularly recog- 
nized by the church, or her elected representa- 
tives from the membership, which is not the fact 
with those in another church. ‘The public will 
know how to discriminate in this matter accora- 
ingly. We believe there is no church on earth 
whose ministers have stronger claims to celebrate 
matrimonial alliances than have those of the 
Methodist Protestant Church. 

On the subject of the case now under consid- 
eration another brother writes from the scene of 
legal investigation, thus:— 

“You have heard of the persecution which 
like a serpent has followed brother ——, We 
do not charge the conduct of an individual on 
the whole body; butas Mr. A. was backed by a 
cloud of his brethen, and brother —— was 
alone, we think the result was not very honora- 
ble to the body which attempted his vindication. 
The decision of the court has silenced every 
tongue on the subject, and vindicated a highly 
injured man.” 

We forbear further remarks on this subject at 
present, except to caution Methodist Episcopal 
preachers and members from indulging in such 
wanton slander; and to intimate to them, that 
should they persist in its use, that some of our 
ministers are determined that they shall answer 
therefor before the legal tribunals of the coun- 
try, at which this crime is fully and fairly cog- 
nizable. Our ministers have determined to vin- 
dicate their character and their office, and to 
have all such offenders punished whether they 
be “distinguished travelling preachers” or mem- 
bers. Therefore we say ta them—deware. 


Methodist Protestant Brethren and Sisters, 
let us take courage—let us strengthen each oth- 
ers hands, and encourage each others hearts— 
‘et complaining be banished from our borders. 
We must expect to see and to hear some things 
of false hearted,and mistaken friends and breth- 
ren, which are very unseemly and unbecoming. 
Indeed we may expect frequently to be betray- 
ed and evil\spoken of by those who know, and 
ought to do, better. Our cause is good—our 
rights and privileges as a church, are well de- 
fined and secured;—and although we have many 
open and secret foes, yet “the Lord is on our 
side.” Our prospects surpass those of any oth- 


er church for the time we have been organized. 
We have much more to cheer than to depress us. 
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For the Methodist Protestant. 
THE HERMIT OF THE PRAIRIE AND EUGENIO, 
An Occidental Tale, 
An extract from an Original Manuscript. 


[ Concluded. 


I am too old, said the Hermit to wander un- 
noticed through the crowded streets of your city. 
Your instructions, replied the other, must bring 
you into immediate notice, and gain you many 
friends. You deceive yourself, continued the 

d instructor. | shall find no hearing ears. 
The disposition to hear will be pre-engaged. Al- 
most all religious people become politicians; and 
all the opposers of religion also. An indivi- 
dual old man with no pretensions to any thing 
but religion, is of no account. He can find no 
favor in the church, nor out of it. Your belov- 
ed father’s philosophical equanimity would be 
disturbed, if he could believe that his opinions 
would not finally prevail. Men of all ends and 
opinions not only believe their own to be the 
best, but that they will finally triumph. ‘To 
you, personal religion appear to be every thing; 
yet, strange as it may now seem, you will find 
that even those who make experience a condi- 
tion of church fellowship, spare no pains to 
make politicians of their proselytes. ‘T’o you, it 
may be presumed,| have seemed to be eloquent; 
and my wrinkled face and gray hairs have not 
been offensive; thanks to your predisposition to 
hear my lessons; and thanks to the solitude of 
the place where they have been delivered. But, 
interrupted the youth, I have every thing to 
learn. To lose my present enjoyments would 
be to me worse than death. You have taught 
me how to love my God, and I wish you to 
teach me how I may continue to love Him.— 
The venerable man sighed, and felt as he had 
seldom felt before the import of the prayer of 
Saviour, ‘‘I pray not that thou shouldst take 
them out of the world, but that thou shouldest 
keep them from the evil.”” I know, said he,that 
your inclination for religious instruction and so- 
ciety must be strong; and that you will greatly 
need help; but I have endeavoured to provide, 
in part, for this necessity by teaching you the 
knowledge of yourself. Itis difficult to con- 
ceive bow your religious feelings could be more 
abstracted from the passions and appetites of 
flesh and blood. You hardly think of eating and 
drinking. You love every body. 

You thought about religion and believed it, or 
rather its great Author, until you felt it; and 
now that you feel it, you think of it with still 
greater intensity, and constancy. | am now to 
remind you that this feeling and these thoughts, 
so pure, so spiritual, so heavenly, although they 
have no mixture of an earthly, sensual or devil- 
ish origin, do nevertheless, exist in the same 
thinking and feeling faculties or heart, by which 

ou must think and feel upon other subjects. — 

or asitis not with one set of ears that we 
hear truth, and with another that we hear error, 
so we have not two sets of brains,and two hearts 
to think, and feel with, much less while our 
souls are in the body can we think and feel 
without brains or nerves. Your organs of thought 
and feeling perform well, they are true to the 
moving cause; true to grace and truth, b¥ which 
they are strongly excited: but they will tire; 
their excitability, or power, will become ex- 
hausted; they must rest, they must sleep; they 
must be refreshed and strengthened with food. 
You have this spiritual treasure in an earthen 
vessel. Your religion is indeed spiritual, but 
your nature is not all so; nor can it be so, until 
mortality is swallowed up of life. The corres- 
pondence between the spirit of grace, and your 
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own spirit, while the latter dwells in this taber- 
nacle, must be modified so as to accommodate 
the organs which have to take a part init. Those 
passions and appetites which pertain to animal 
existence, it is wrong to attempt to subdue, or 
destroy. Here then you may perceive the ne- 
cessity of self denial, or taking up and bearing 
the cross. | 
You may, you must, as I have told you, be- 
come tired of thinking upon religion, and feel- 
ing religion; and you may thus become enfeebled 
toa degree that sleep and rest will not imme- 
diately relieve you. Butin this state, you may 
revive the brain and nerves temporarily by in- 
toxication, and you may do this by means of the 
passions, or the appetites. When, hoygver,you 
eat and drink tuo much, when you ex end too 
much animal energy in any ardent feeling,— 
our brain and nerves, by being too much or too 
fons stimulated, will finally become too much 
relaxed to think and feel steadily,or pleasantly; 
and your religious feelings will suffer some sus- 
pension or derangement. Whoever has re- 
course to the appetites and passions, as means 
to promote religious thoughts and feelings, or 
to make the head wiser, and the heart better, 
will be disappointed. For the want of knowing 
this universal law of morals and physics, many 
of the most promising beginnings in_ religion 
have terminated disastrously. Not knowing that 
the rule holds good in this case also, viz. ‘‘like 
begets like.” Some men have used wine to sup- 
ply the place ef their own exhausted spirits, un- 
til they have become drunk with it. The ten- 
dency towards precedency among different de- 
nominations, and the struggle for the mastery, 
contribute to divert the actention from these 
causes and effects. Bad thoughts dnd bad feel- 
ings cannot be indulged in without destroying 
your good ones; and when the former are gone, 
the inner man is prepared for every evil work. 
Apostasies have been generated in the church b 
its members combatting, and successfully com- 
batting, in their own minds the truth or the 
goodness of those very words, which were in- 
tended to be the foundativn of truth and good- 
ness. But, on the other hand, men of profess- 
ed attachment to the scriptures, yielding to ir- 
religious feelings, and striving still to think and 
talk about religion, have degenerated, until they 
had nothing lett but the sound. But, said Eu- 
genio, | cannot comprehend how any creature, 
so happy as | am, can ever have bad thoughts or 
feelings. True, replied the Hermit, and I could 
wish you could always remain in this happy ig- 
norance. It is desirable, however, to have a 
theory before it is needed; for then it may come 
too late. I have endeavoured to fix it in your 
mind, that religion neither makes us infallible, 
nor impeccable. Betwixt all thought and no 
thought—all feeling and no feeling—and our 
thoughts and emotions vibrate between these 
extremes; it is conceivable that there may be all 
grades of thoughts and feelings, and room, or 
opportunity, for the intervention of discordant 
ones; for it is not to be presumed, that betwixt 
the intermediate steps in these transitions there 
can be but an instant. Vice has been too often 
over painted; and hence the inexperienced have 
not recognized it. Few vices, in fact, are so 
monstrous as not to bear some relation or re- 
semblance to virtue, at least in their origin.— 
Gluttony and drunkenness are, you know, but 
unlawful degrees, or irregular operations, of the 
lawful appetites of hunger and thirst. The 
enormous vices, which often prove so destruc- 
tive to the sexes, commence in a deviation from 
the honorable and lawful state of marriage.— 
And so in regard to ambition, which seems to be 


y | the constant presence of any 


ligion. 


almost inseparable from the spirit of emulation 
among the churches; to a good man power, per- 
haps, never fails to commend itself, b its most 
obvious capacity to do good. Of all the pas- 
sions, therefore, none seems to be more insinu- 
ating, if not insiduous; for what sincere, hon- 
est, christian can be prompted by his own sin- 
cerity and honesty, to suspect himself of a lia- 
bility to abuse so potent an instrument of good. 
You are humble now, and you will learn from 
the book most dear to all that new converts, 
as well as old christians, are not to be high- 
minded, but tofear. From that good book,what 
holy precept is there that you will not learn?— 
You will learn from it the mind that was in 
Christ; and also to let that mind be in you. You 
will have to mingle in the great community of 
Christian and anti-christian politicians; and, 
nowever liberal you may be disposed to be, you 
wil be driven, almost in self-defence, to chovse 
your party. ‘The same voice which calls me out 
of the conflict calls you into it. ‘The destina- 
tions of Providence cannot be misunderstood; 
age points to the Brave, and at least makes those 
among whom we live (if not ourselves) willing 
that we should depart. But whileall within the 
youth inclines him to action, all around him ex- 
pect him to act. Your inclination, therefore, and 
public opinion, will be in unison in this respect. 
By feeling, alone, you may be stimulated to ac- 
tion; and a may be stimulated to action by 
wrong feelings, even while you intend, and en- 
ideavour, to act aright. Sincerity alone will 
not secure you against error in conduct, but may 
accidentally tend to confirm you in it. You 
must act with judgment and discretion. When 
you shall have learned the short rules and prin- 
ciples | have given you so as to comprehend 
them, and have practised upon them so as to 
render them familiar and easy in application, 
they will prove to you of | greater use than 
living mentor. 
But you must be particularly cautious how 
you presume upon the aptness of other minds to 
comprehend a theory because it seems to be 
plain and easy to you; and also how you im- 
peach the judgments of those who maintain dif- 
ferent opinions. Strong minds are sometimes 
pertinacious of error. A certain number of per- 
sons in almost every religious community are 
apt to divide in opinion so as to form two theo- 
ries from principles, which | have taught you to 
regard rather as belonging to one entire system, 
and to dispute in effect, about the precedence of 
excitement and excitabilities. In most cases 
where zeal prevails, reliance seems to be placed 
upon exciting causes. But it should seem that 
those who incline to mysticism, or to stoicism, 
rely most upon excitability, and hence their 
proneness to undervalue, if not to set at defi- 
ance, external causes and circumstances. The 
old Stoics, or followers of Zeno, aimed at entire 
independence of all exciting causes, and the 
leaven of their principles stil operates exten- 
sively among christians. But those good men, 
whose zeal tends to enthusiasm, seldom allow 
themselves to distrust their ability to act so long 
as they may be acted upon. To persons answer- 
ing to either of these descriptions, your opinions, 


}and of course yourself, will appear suspicious. 


Moral excitements and excitabilities will be as 
ye sounds implying more than is express- 
ed, if not affecting the very foundations of re- 

Words of less signification have been 
made to involve heresy. Bear itin mind, then, 
that truth, in theory or in practice, has no ab- 
solute power over error, or over the mind. The 


contrary belief has often betrayed young pros- 
elytes into great indiscretions, or given rise to 
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much unkind feeling. In your intercourse even 
with good men, you will find wisdom to be pro- 
fitable to direct. The longer you try this theo- 
ry, the more, I trust, you will be satisfied; but 
the consideration of the fact, that those, who op- 
ose it, will have many things to unlearn, per- 
aps, can hardly fail to call forth, not only your 
caution, but your charity and forbearance. 
OMICRON. 


EDUCATION, 


HEATHEN LITERATURE. 


The schoolmaster is now abroad! And if we 
turn his labors to good account—if we are to ex- 
pect the blessing of Gop to go forth with him— 
we must see that religion walks on his right 
hand, and learning on his left. And, so far as 
the upper portion of the middling classes are 
concerned, our hopes are greatly brightened 
when we look to several of the eminent men by 
whom the chair of tuition is at present filled.— 
And, for the rest, we do hope and trust, that the 
recent institution of King’s College, with its at- 
tendant seminariés, will gradually give a more 
healthful and a more Christian tone to the whole 
system of our education. We will also venture 
to add another thing,--and this, 

**Maugre the strength, the place, the eminence, 

The valor, and the heart, 
of the ancient classical discipline of our schools. 
‘Though we almost tremble at our own temerity, 
we will presume to say, that one reform in that 
system would be an experiment at least worth 
trying. It would be very desirable, in our hum- 
ble judgment, if our course of education should 
no longer be conducted as if the cardinal virtues 
and Christian graces could be dest learned from 
the study of Catullus and of Horace. An:l we 
should, moreover, rejoice to see the day, when 
it should cease to be regarded asthe very per- 
fection of human nature to make literary ka- 
leidescopes, by putting together a heap of glit- 
tering fragments, picked up out of the remains 
of the Greek and Latin poets, from Homer to 
Appollonius,--from Lucretius to Claudian. We 
see the bristling insurrection which this avowal 
will instantly callup. We perceive the terrors 
which menace our devoted position. 
‘‘Apparent dire facies, inimicaque Trojz, 
Numina. 

Neptune with his trident, and Pallas with her 
egis and her gorgon, together with the whole 
levy-en-masse of the mythological establishment, 
must of course, be expected to array themselves 
against our perfidious audacity: and the horror 
will be deepened by the wrath of the college of 
hierophants, who preside over the® mysteries of 
heroic and dithyrambic incantation. Neverthe- 
less, we feel impelled to rush into the midst of 
these hostilities; though, certainly, without any 
traitorous purpose against the mighty spirits of 
antiquity. We should bitterly deprecate their 
deposition from the horrors which are righttully 
due to transcendent genius, though we can see 
no great danger in a! moderate abridgment of 
their prerogatives. Neither have we any sinister 
design for the discouragement or suppression of 
poetical imaginations: but this we do say, that 
never, since the world began, was there an 
other scheme of education, which made suc 
outrageously Caprenertivnete sacrifices of time 
and labor, not merely to the acquisition of an- 
cient tongues, but to the pursuit of all their most 
shadowy niceties and curious felicities of dic- 
tion. It might be all very well if our days were 
of antediluvian, or even of’ patriarchal duration. 


But as it is, we really cannot well afford this 


elegant prodigality of time. The art of weav- 
ing alcaics and hexameters may, doubtlets, be a 
very brilliant and enviable accomplishment; but 
it is rather too much to recommend it, as the 
main object of youthful ambition, to a citizen of 
this world, or to a candidate for the glories of 
the next. 


That sensible and sterling writer, Jones of 
Nayland, in his ‘Letter to the Church of Eng- 
land,’ speaks as follows upon this topic:— 

At the first publication of the Gospel, the par- 
tition between Jew and Gentile was broken 
down for the salvation of the Gentiles; but about 
the time of the Reformation, at what is called 
the revival of learning, it wasagain broken down 
in another manner, for the corruption of Chris- 
tians; when, under the name of learning, a flood 
of heathen books broke in upon the Christian 
world: and it has been the pride of some men’s 
hearts, and the labor of their lives, to read them 
continually and indiscriminately. Greeks and 
Romans were certainly masters of expression 
and composition, and attained in a high degree 
to that wisdom of words which they were ever 
seeking after. For this wisdom we apply to 
them; but we take their pride, their licentious- 
ness of sentiment, their error of principle, and 
sometimes even the vilest of their idolatry,along 
with it. From the two great authors of anti- 
quity, Homer and Virgil, sacred with scholars, 
pick out all the idolatry, and lay it by itself; 
then look at it, and see what frightful, what 
abominable stuff, what absurd blasphemy, we 
tolerate and swallow down, for the sake of the 
poetry with which it is dished up! but, alas! the 
charge of blasphemy, will be to those who dare 
to speak against it. 

Learning is now a very different thing from 
what it was formerly. When joined with good 
principle and the fear of Gon, it turnéd a good 
man into a great man; but if joined with error 
and ungodliness, as is now too frequently the 
case, it turns a scholar into a ruffian; and of two 
men who are both equally wicked, he that is the 
more learned (as learning is now) will be the 
more noxious animal of the two. I love Greek; 
I admire genius; I honor science; but, supposing 
man to be made for another world, | know it is 
above,all to be able to say, Lorn, I amnot high- 
minded; for life is short and vain, eternity is be- 
fore us, Gop is to be our judge. If our learn- 
ing be such as leads us astray from Gon, and 
turn an irresistible judge into an enemy—-away 
with it all; the humble ploughman who says his 
daily prayers, is the more useful subject, the 
happier man, and will soon:be the greater. 


CLERICAL EDUCATION. 


It is not enough that a young man is even 
pious and diligent—though these are essential 
pre-requisites, and by divine grace will. in the 
end, lead the way to larger measures of know- 
ledge and ability—he requires beside these,time 
to learn, and a suitable teacher to instruct him: 
and these ought to be amply secured in the or- 
inary arrangements for the clerical function. 

We do not mean to say that educational train- 
ing is every thing, or that it will be any thing, 
without higher qualifications. ‘The main basis 
must be laid in the heart and the affectiuns; and 
it is a mournful fact, that too many young men 
commence their ministry with a more slender 
stock of piety than even of theology; nay, many 
who really are in the main sincere servants of 
God, begin with very low and inadequate views 
of the nature of the ministerial office, and of the 


heights and lengths and breadths and depths of 
true religion. But without a basis of solid pie- 


t , a firm and sustained devotion, a yielding of 


the heart to Gop,and the faculties to his service 
and glory, there are are no materials on which 
to erect the superstructure either of the Chris- 
tian or the ministerial character. Yet, even 
where this foundation is laid, helps and instruc- 
tion are still desirable and necessary; and a 
sound theological training should have respect to 
each class of qualification; taking in the office 
of the heart and the understanding, so that both 
may co-operate to build up the well furnished 
scribe in the kingdom of Gop. 


— 
OBITUARY. 


Mrs. Mary Roperer. 


The wave of time, which ever acts in obedi- 
ence to the high commands of Him, who shall 
in a coming day say to it, ‘be stilll’’ and it 
shall obey him, has removed from us another of 
Zion’s votaries. 

Sister Mary Roperer, consort of Mr. Jacob 
Rodefer, of this place, has gone from earth, 
we humbly trust, to’ the land of eternal tran- 
quility and glory. Sister Rodefer, whose maid- 
en name was Mary Burgner, was born on the 
10th of April, 1779, in the county of Shenan- 
doah, state of Virginia. Having been blessed 
with pious parents, her father, the Rev. Christo- 
pher Burgner, being a minister of the gospel, 
she turned her attention in early life to the sub- 
ject of religion; and doubtless found Him, of 
whom Moses in the law and the prophets did | 
write. The process of years, intermingling 
with them those ills and sorrows which imbit- 
ter human life, and which, in some degree, mar 
the christian’s earthly happiness, seem to have 
had no other tendency than to increase the ar- 
dour of her devotions, and stay her hopes of 
heaven more inflexibly on Christ, the strength 
of Israel. Her meekness, affability and kind- 
ness, endeared her, in almost every instance, to 
those with whom she became acquainted. Ac- 
tuated by the spirit of her Redeemer, she en- 
deavoured to discharge her christian duties with 
acceptability to God; and feeling the import- 
ance of early religious instruction in her own 
case, she exerted her energies in training up 
her children “in the nurture and admonition of 
the Loid:” the consequence is, a number of 
them have engaged in his service, and experi- 
ence, even in the midst of distress, that ‘Christ 
is all, and in all.” 

Having withdrawn from the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, to which she had attached her- 
self, and in which she was esteemed and belov- 
ed for her piety and christian demeanor, she 
joined the Methodist Protestant church, on the 
Lith of April last. The illness which termina- 
ted her earthly career was produced by mental 
distress, which resulted in delirium, on the 6th 
instant, under which affliction she laboured for 
several days. Afterwards she became rational, 
except at times, when, owing to her extreme 
weakness, and the infirmities of age, she would 
becom@delirious. A few days before her death, 
she admonished several of her children, who 
stood by her bed-side, of her approaching end, 
and of her alleviation from affliction. Accord- 
ingly, the messenger, whose stern demands 
none can resist, was sent to liberate the spirit 
from its dissolving tenement, and transmit it to 
a region of inexpressible delight; at which time, 
she committed herself into the hands of God, 
and having taken leave of her husband and 
children, she fell asleep in Jesus, on the 16th 
instani, about 3 o'clock P. M.., in the 54th 
of her age. L. F. C. 

Abingdon, Va., May 25th, 1832. 
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. Oh! tell me how they shine and sing 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


| 


‘ 


When six days of labour each other succeeding, 
With hiftry and toil have my spirits oppress’d, . 
What pleasure to think as the last is receding, 
To-morrow will be a sweet Sabbath of rest. 


And when the vain shadows of time are retiring, 
When life is fast fleeting, and death js in sight, 
The Christian believing, exulting, expiring, 
Beholds a ‘Tomorrow of endless delight. 


Oh, talk to me of Heaven! I love’ 

To hear about my home above; 

For there doth many a lov’d one dwell, 
In light and joy ineffable. 


While every harp rings echoing, 
And every glad and tearless eye 
Beams like the bright sun gloriously. 
Tell me of that victorious palm 
Each hand in glory beareth; 
Tell me of that celestial calm 
Each face in glory weareth. 


Oh happy, happy country! where 
here entereth not a sin; 

And death, who keeps its portals fair, 
May never once come in. 

Ne grief can change their day to night; 

The darkness of that land is light. 

Sorrow and sighing God hath sent 

Far thence to endless banishment. 

And never more may one dark tear 
Bedim their burning skies, 

For every one they shed while here, 

. In fearful agonies, 

Glitters a bright and dazzling gem 

In their immortal diadem. 


Oh, lovely, blooming country! there 

Flourishes all that we deem fair. 

And tho’ no fields nor forests green 

Nor bowery gardens there are seen, 
Nor perfumes load the breeze; 

Nor hears the ear material sound, 

Yet joys at God’s right hand are found 
The archetypes of these; 

There is the home, the land of birth 

Of all we highest prize on earth. 

The storms that rack this world beneath 
Must there for ever cease; 

The only air the blessed breathe 
Is purity and peace. 


Oh, happy, happy land! in thee 

Shines the unveiled Divinity, 

Shedding through each adoring breast 

A holy calm, a halcyon rest. 

And those blest souls whom death did sever, 
Have met to mingle joys forever. 

Oh! soon may heaven unclose to me; 

Oh! may I soon that glory see! 

And my faint, weary spirit stand 

Within that happy, happy land. 


TO-MORROW. 


How sweet to the heart is the thought of To-morrow, 
When Hope’s fairy pictures bright colors display: 
How sweet, when we can from futurity borrow 

A balm for the griefs that afflict us to-day. 


When wearisome sickness hath taught me to languish 
For health, and the comforts it bears on its wing, 

Let me hope (oh! how soon it will Jessen my anguish! ) 
That To-morrow will ease and serenity bring. 


When travelling alone, quite forlorn, unbefriended, 

Sweet the hope, that To-morrow my wanderings will 
cease: 

That at home, then with care sympathetic attended, 

I shall rest unmolested, and slumber in peace. 


Or, when from the friends of my heart long divided, 
The fond expectation with joy how replete! 


INTELLIGENCE. 
POETRY. CHOLERA. 
SE An extra sheet from the office of the New York 
HEAVEN. Standard, dated on the 24th at one o’clock, P.M. fur- 


nishes the following items: 

At Plattsburg, up to 4 o'clock of the 21st inst. there 
were no new cases of Cholera. All the cases were a- 
mong the resident population, and nut one case among 
the emigrants. 


CHOLERA AT YORK AND COBOURG, U. C. 


The Rochester Daily Advertiser of Thursday, fur 
nishes the following information of the further exten- 
sion of the disease in Upper Canada:— | 
“We learn by the arrivals at the mouth of the river, 
that three cases of the cholera have occurred at York, 
and one in Cobourg, among the emigrants from Mon- 
treal.” 
From the Canadian Courant, June 20. 

| THE CHOLERA. 


The disease continues its ravages among us with fa- 
tal destructiveness. On Saturday the Board of Health 
issued the following bulletin:— 

Office of the Board of Health, 

Half past 2, P.M. 16th June, 1832, 

Number of cases since the last report, at half past 2 
o’clock, P.M. 15th June, making 24 hours, including 
milder cases of cholera, 431 
Deaths as ascertained, 82 


Recovered or remaining, 349 
On Monday the following bulletin was issued: 


7 Board of Health, Montreal, 
Monday, 18th June, 1852. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH. 
Number of cases from Saturday, 16th, at 2 P. M. to 


Sunday, 17th, at 2 P.M. 475 
Deaths, same period, 102 
373 

Number of cases from Sunday, 17th, at 2 P. M. to 
Monday, 18th, at 3 P.M. - $13 


The deaths from the same periadl cannot bee ascer- 
tained with much certainty as to give an authentic re- 
port thereof; but on the authority of Dr. Nelson, the 
Health Commissioner, the number of deaths is less than 
that of the preceding day. 

The Board regret tat in consequence of the illness 
as well of Dr. Nelson, the Health Commissioner, upon 
whom the report of the cases and results devolves, as 
of several other of the medical practitioners, they have 
not been enabled to procure for the public, since Sat- 
urday, that which they anxiously desire to give—daily 
reports. ‘lhis day, for the same cause, the report re- 
mains incomplete. 


INFORMATION WANTED. 


' Matthew Shakeshaft, of Middlewich, county of 
Chester, England, emigrated to this country in the year, 
1800, and in the year 1801 his friends received a letter 
from him, dated ‘Paris, in the county of Bourbon, state 
of Kentucky,” and was then living with John Fine, 
since which period they have not heard from, or of him. 
He has two sisters now living in the United States, who 
are anxious to learn whether he is yet in the land of the 
living. Any information relative to the said Matthew 
Shakeshaft will be thankfully received by his sisters and 
friends. He is now, if living, about 54 years of age 
dark complexion, about six feet high, by trade a taylor. 
Should any of your numerous readers know any thing 
about him, they will please direct a letter to John 
Roberts, care of George Notherman, Market space, 
Baltimore, Md. 

*,* Editors of newspapers, wishing to confer a favor 


That from far distant regions, by Providence guided, 
To-morrow will see us most happily meet. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


The Stewards of the Annual Conferences will be re- 
gularly supplied, as heretofore, with Books, according 
to the discipline; and at those points within their dis. 
tricts that require books, and which are too remote for 
a supply from them, they can appoint such agents as 
they know to be responsible, to whose order books can 
be sent by the Book Agent. When such agents are 
appointed, the Stewards will please inform the Book 
Agent in Baltimore. Orders will also be supplied to 
those who will make prompt returns of sales. 


Methodist Protestant Church Hynin Books, in all the 
varieties of binding. 

Methodist Protestant Disciplines—and 

Camp Meeting Hymn Books—entitled Harrod’s col- 
lection. 

The above books can be furnished in any quantities, 
at short notice. Our friends, generally, we hope, will 
facilitate the purchase and sale of those books publish- 


ed by the Methodist P. Church Book Agent. 


ERRATUM.—In last No. p. 195, about the middle of 
first column, for ‘‘White” read ‘*Asbury.” 


Remittances received on account of this paper, since the 
24th number, viz: 


Crosby Curtis, for himself and Hugh Kelley. By R. 
S. Tilden, for Hugh R. Marshall, and John Victor.— 
By Thomas F. Norris, for B. Porter, William Gray, and 
Granville Bradford. John Carey. By L.R. Reese, for 
James Harris, sen’r, and Susannah Cooley. Jeremiah 
Cook, Elias Crutchley, for 1833. Rowland Rogers. 
By A. G. Brewer, for William McMichael, and Isaiah 
Perry. By B. Capel, for himself and E. Harrison. By 
Charles Evans, for Joseph Darsy, W. Wright, Thomas 
Bowdre, W. Magruder, John Stith, Thomas Brownside, 
A. Mills, Aaron Thompson, J. D. Treadwell, ‘People 
of Waynesboro’,’’ T. Wooten; John Wilkerson, and 
‘People of Washington,” Thomas Hendricks. By 
Isaac Webster, for E. Rockhold. By Thomas Moore, 
for Mrs. Nancy Wright, and Figures Lowe. By Moses 
Scott, for Thomas C. Baile. By N. N. Bort, for J. J. 
Forbes,.$1. By Jacob Sexton, for B. T. Nowlin and 
W.L. Weddington. John Flanagan. Eli Henkle. 


Remittances on account of First Volume, since the 24th 


number, viz: 


William Rusk, for 1831 and 1832, By W. S. Green- 
wood, for Mary Ann Diamond, for 1831 and 1832, and 
C. Walker. By T. F. Norris, for Lewis Goodnow, 
Lorenzo Dow, for 1831 and 1832. 


Receipts for Books—gratefully recorded, since the 24th No. 


Alexander Allbright, $15 00 
J. D. Dyer, per T. F. Norris, 40 50 
A. G. Brewer, 10 00 
Moses Scott, 28 00 


Letters Received since the 24th number. 


J. P. Webb, Jacob Sexton, John Smith, W. S. Stock- 
ton, George Pwglen, P. B. Hopper, W. Harper, jr., J. 
D. Emory, J. L.Sands, Miles King, B. Capel, H. R. 
Marshall, S. Hamilton, J. G. Whitfield, Crosby Curtis, 
T. F. Norris, L. R. Reese, A. G. Brewer, Chas. Evans, 
(witn thirteen new subscribers—papers sent.) Jas, Moore, 
Moses Scott, Livingston Walker, R. B. Thompson, 


Alexander Allbright, (2) J. J. Bordman, John Gep- 
hart, John Flanagan. 


Books forwarded to the following persons, since the 24th 
number, viz: 

R. B. Thompson, care of E. P. Nash & So. “Worfolk, 
Va. one package. Livingston Walker, Physic Spring, 
care of Perkins & Harris, Richmond, Va. one box.— 
Alexander Allbright, Rock Creek, N. Carolina, care of 
D'Arcy Paul, Petersburg, Va. one box. Miles King, 
Mathews’ Court House, care of R. Souter & Sons, Nor- 
folk, Va. one box—all per steamer Virginia, Captain 
Holmes. Isaac Webster, one package. W. Kesley, 
one package. W.L. Chappell, Cincinnati, Ohio, care 
of Forsyth & Dobbin, Wheeling, Va. one box. Stephen 
Taylor, Shad Point, Md. one box, per steamer Patux- 
ent, Capt. Weems, Moses Scott, care of John Philips, 


on the sisters and friends of the above-named person, 
will please insert the above in their papers, 


Union-town, Pa. one box. Olcott White, Zanesville, 
Ohio, one box. 
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